
As the City of Muncie begins to implement the òHardest Hitó pro-

gram and other cities deal with abandoned and seriously dilapi-

dated properties, it is good to understand how success stories can 

evolve.  The Emily Kimbrough Neighborhood Development Corpo-

ration had one such success story when they assisted the owner 

of a house in the neighborhood with a complete renovation.  The 

work was done by a number of vendors who wanted to showcase 

their work including tuck-pointing and mortar repair done by Ball 

State students, sidewalks, a new patio and other initiatives.  The 

house was returned to the original floor plan as much as possible 

and was featured during the East Central Neighborhood Associa-

tionõs Washington Street Festival. 
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REHABILITATING HOUSES TAKES TIME... 

MAPõs Task Force 2 hosted a 
January neighborhood presi-
dentõs council meeting on a cold 
night and there was a great 
turnout.  The meeting was facili-
tated by TF2 Co-chair Ginny 
Nilles, and gave neighborhood 
presidents a chance to talk 
about their goals for the next 
year.  A full list of the neighbor-
hood reports can be found in 
the neighborhoods section on 
the MAP website.  Some high-
lights include: Blaine/South-East 

received a KaBoom playground 
grant and have recently elected 
officers; Forest Park is working on 
getting 501(c)3 status; River-
side/Normal which was reformed 
about a year ago has drafted a 
òfriendlyó form letter to send to 
people who have rental properties 
with code violations; Robinwood is 
working on a òlawn of the monthó 
program for 2015; Kenmore re-
ported they were successful in 
getting the IAP substation re-
named the Tillotson Substation 

and not the Kenmore Substa-
tion and were happy (not totally) 
with the tightened up design for 
the new station; Whitely has 
bought a new van and a new 
house to rehabilitate and HAD 
93 PEOPLE at their last meeting.  
Heather Williams of Building 
Better Neighborhoods reported 
that the Cityõs sesquicentennial 
celebration is kicking off and 
their will be a calendar of events 
on the BBN website (see neigh-
borhoods on the MAP website).   

February, 2015 

MAP Reading 

Upcoming Sesqui-

centennial Activi-

ties 

 
¶ February 2nd Proclamation 

@ City Hall (7:00 pm)  
 
¶ February 3rd Muncie Rota-

ry Moment @ Minnetrista 
(11:30 am)  

 
¶ February 4th Muncie on 

the Move @ Horizon Con-
vention Center (6:45 am)  

 
¶ February 4th Tea & Talk: 
Muncieõs 150 @ Minnetris-
ta (3:00 pm)  

 
¶ February 7th Black History 

Kickoff @ Minnetrista 
(10:00 am)  

 
¶ February 21st Muncie Chil-
drenõs Museum Sesquicen-
tennial Saturday  

 
¶ February 25th Mounds to 

Buckhongehelas Presenta-
tion @ Kennedy Library 
(6:30 pm)  

 
¶ March 21st Muncie Chil-
drenõs Museum Sesquicen-
tennial Saturday  

 
¶ April 11th Rialzo @ Horizon 

Convention Center (5:30 
pm)  

 
¶ April 16th State of the City 

@ Horizon Convention Cen-
ter (6:45 am)  

 
¶ April 18th Muncie Chil-
drenõs Museum Sesquicen-
tennial Saturday  

 
¶ May 16th Muncie Chil-
drenõs Museum Sesquicen-
tennial  

 
For a complete listing of 
currently scheduled events 
go to MAPõs website and 
click on Neighborhoods. 
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Neighborhood Presidents Council 

http://muncieactionplan.org/


UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 

Anthony-Northside - Wednesday, February 18 at 6:30 p.m. 

at Kennedy Library.  

Aultshire - Thursday, February 19 at 5:30 p.m. at the Inno-

vation Connector. 

Grove Park Thursday, February 19 at 7 p.m. at Munsee 

Lanes at  601 E. 25th.  

Halteman Village - Tuesday, February 10 at 6:00 p.m. at the 

Lutheran Church of the Cross, 4401 N. Wheeling. 

Industry -  Thursday, February 19 at 6:00 p.m., Price Hall, 

704 S. Madison. 

Ludingwood - Tuesday, February 23 at 7 p.m. at Luding-

wood/Woodlands Nursing Home, 3820 W. Jackson. 

Northview Tuesday, February 17 at 7 p.m. at Northview 

Elementary School, 807 W. Yale. 

Old West End - Thursday, February 26 at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Dining Room, Friends Memorial Church, 418 W. Adams. 

Riverside/Normal City -  Wednesday, February 25 at 7:00 

p.m.  at Hazelwood Christian Church Fellowship House 

(Mansion), 1400 W. University. 

Westridge - Thursday, February 12 at 5:30 p.m. at Bracken 

Library, Ball State University. 

Western Woods, Wednesday, February 11 at 6 p.m. at West 

View Elementary, 3401 W. Gilbert. 

Whitely - Monday, February 9 at 5:30 p.m., Muncie Area 

Career Center, 2500 N. Elgin. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a MAP-related event you 

want listed here?  Send March and 

April events to lstrange@munpl.org. 
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MUNCIE SESQUICENTENNIAL 

One-hundred and fifty years ago Muncie became a city and there will be a 

series of events celebrating  the sesquicentennial anniversary of the city.  

Each month information about Muncieõs history will be provided along 

with a timeline of coming events. 

In the 1770s, the Lenni Lenape (also called òDelaware Indiansó) settled 

along the White River, or òWapahani,ó and established several villages 

including òMunseetown.ó  The Lenni Lenape gave up their land in Indiana 

after the Treaty of St. Maryõs Ohio in 1818, and in 1820, white settlers 

were officially allowed to move in.  In 1823, a white settler from New York 

named Goldsmith Gilbert set up a trading post.  In 1827, Delaware County 

was officially organized and named after the Delaware Indians.  In 1831, 

Gilbert purchased 627 acres of land for $960 from Rebecca Hackley, who 

was the granddaughter of Chief Little Turtle of the Miami Indians.   Gilbert 

donated a portion of the Hackley Reserve to the settlers of Munseetown, 

and this land is the center of present day downtown Muncie.  In the 

1850s, the railroad came to Munseetown, making it a center of trade for 

the area, and by 1854 Munseetown (also spelled Munceytown or 

Muncietown) was incorporated as a town and became òMuncie.ó  In Feb-

ruary 1865, Muncie officially became incorporated as a city, and John 

Brady was elected its first mayor.  We celebrate Muncieõs sesquicentenni-

al anniversary as a city in 2015.  History and Photos were provided by 

Sara McKinley, Local History and Geneology Specialist,  Muncie Public 

Library. 

 

 

Above is an original map of Munceytown while Goldsmith Gilbert, an original 

setteler is shown below along with the deed for what is now downtown. 
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